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In the Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method for negotiation or re-negotiation of at least one 
parameter for use in the operation of a protocol that controls data transmission between 
first communication units and third communication units via second communication 
units, 

where said protocol is operated by protocol entities in said first and third 
communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 

said method comprising: 

starting, in case that an existing association of a first communication unit that was 
associated with a third communication unit of said first type is changed to an association 
of said first communication unit with a new second communication unit that is 
associated with a third communication unit of said second type, an initiative for an 
exchange of at least one negotiation message containing a value for said parameter 
between protocol entities of said first communication unit and protocol entities of a third 
communication unit of said second type by transmitting, from a protocol entity of said 
first communication unit, a negotiation message containing a user-defined v alue for said 
parameter to a protocol entity of said third communication unit of said second type 

, wher e in sa i d transm i tting is on l y perform e d if 

a chock i ng p e rformed by said first communicat i on unit whether sa i d parameter is 
r e quired for th e op e ration of sa i d protocol betw ee n sa i d protoco l ent i t i es of said f i rst 
communication un i t and said th i rd communication unit of said second typo and 

a chocking performed by said first communicat i on un i t whothor said parameter 
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n ee ds to bo nogotiat e d or r o nogot i atod both producod pos i tive results, whoroin both 
ch e ckings aro performed after said change of said assoc i ation of said f i rst 
communication un i t has occurred . 

2. (canceled). 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled). 

5. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 31 , 

wherein said first communication unit is a mobile station of a mobile radio 
system, 

wherein said second communication units are base transceiver stations, and 
wherein said third communication units are mobile-services switching centres. 

6. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 5, 

wherein said third communication unit of said first type is a mobile-services 
switching centre of a mobile network operated according to the universal mobile 
telecommunications system standard or a derivative thereof, and 

wherein said third communication unit of said second type is a mobile-services 
switching centre of a mobile network operated according to the global system for mobile 
communications standard or a derivative thereof. 

7. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 5, 

wherein said protocol is a circuit switched, non-transparent single- and/or multi- 
link data protocol with an automatic repeat request. 

8. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 7, 

wherein said protocol is a radio link protocol. 
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9. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 7 

wherein said parameter defines a value of a re-sequencing timer that guards a 
difference between delays of frames transmitted on different physical links within a 
multi-link protocol. 

10. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 31 , 

wherein said protocol is a single- and/or multi-link data protocol, and 
wherein said checking whether said parameter is required for the operation of 
said protocol between said protocol entities of said first communication unit and said 
third communication unit of said second type comprises checking whether said data 
transmission between said first communication unit and said third communication unit of 
said second type is a multi-link transmission or whether there is a possibility that a 
single-link transmission will be upgraded to a multi-link transmission later. 

11. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 10, 

wherein said checking whether said parameter needs to be negotiated or re- 
negotiated comprises checking whether a value for said re-sequencing timer was 
defined by a user of said mobile station. 

12. (currently amended) A method for n e got i ation or re-negotiation of at le ast one a 
parameter for use i n th e op e rat i on of a protocol that controls data transmission between 
first communication units and third communication units via second communication 
units, 

whoro said protoco l i s operated by protocol ontit i os i n said f i rst and third 

communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist second communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 
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said metliod comprising: 

transm i tt i ng exchanqing , when an existing association of said first communication 
unit with a former second communication unit of said first type is changed to an 
association of said first communication unit with a new second communication unit of 
said second type, said new second communication unit being associated with the same 
third communication unit with which said former second communication unit was 
associated, a n e got i at i on re-negotiation message containing a value for said parameter 
of said protocol between frem a protocol entity of said third communication unit 
associated with said new second communication unit te -and a protocol entity of said first 
communication unitj, 

wherein said protocol is operated bv protocol entities in said first communication 
unit and said third communication unit before and after said change of said association . 

13. (canceled) 

14. (canceled) 

15. (canceled) 

16. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 35, 

wherein said first communication unit is a mobile station of a mobile radio 
system, 

wherein said second communication units are base transceiver stations, and 
wherein said third communication unit is a mobile-services switching centre. 

17. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 16, 

wherein one out of said first and second types of said second communication unit 
is a base transceiver station that is connected to its associated mobile-services 
switching centre via a lower-delay network, and 
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wherein the other type of said second communication unit is a base transceiver 
station that is connected to its associated mobile-services switching centre via a higher- 
delay network. 

18. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 17, 

wherein said lower-delay network is a time division multiplex network. 

19. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 17, 

wherein said higher-delay network is at least partially based on the internet 
protocol or a satellite connection. 

20. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 17, 

wherein said mobile-services switching centre is either operated according to the 
universal mobile telecommunications system standard, the global system for mobile 
communications standard or a derivative thereof. 

21. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 35, 

wherein said protocol is a circuit switched, non-transparent single- and/or multi- 
link data protocol with automatic repeat request (ARQ). 

22. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 21 , 

wherein said protocol is a radio link protocol. 

23. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 21 , 

wherein said parameter defines a value of an acknowledgement timer that 
guards a re-transmission period after which a re-transmission of a not-acknowledged 
frame within a protocol with Automatic repeat request may be started. 
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24. (previously presented) A third communication unit according to claim 21, 

wherein said parameter defines a value of a re-sequencing timer that guards a 
difference between delays of frames transmitted on different physical links within a 
multi-link protocol. 

25. (canceled) 

26. (previously presented) A method for negotiation of at least one parameter for use in 
the operation of a protocol that controls data transmission between first communication 
units and third communication units via second communication units, 

where said protocol is operated by protocol entities in said first and third 
communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit , and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 

said method comprising: 

transmitting, in case that it is possible that an association of said first 
communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated with a third 
communication unit of said first type may be changed to an association of said first 
communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated with a third 
communication unit of said second type, 

at least one negotiation message containing a value for said parameter from a 
protocol entity of said first communication unit to said third communication unit of said 
first type or from a protocol entity of said third communication unit of said first type to a 
protocol entity of said first communication unit prior to said change of associations. 

27. (previously presented) A first communication unit according to claim 36, 
wherein said first communication unit is configured to check whether it is possible 
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that said data transmission between said first communication unit and said third 
communication unit of said second type is a multi-link data transmission that requires a 
definition of a re-sequencing timer as said parameter for said protocol, and 

to check whether a value for said re-sequencing timer is available as a basis for 
negotiation. 

28. (previously presented) A computer readable memory in which a computer program 
product is loaded, the comprising software code portions, said software code portions 
when run on a computer for performing the actions of claim 1 . 

29. (currently amended) A system comprising first communication units, second 
communication units and third communication units, wherein the system is for data 
transmission between said first communication units of said system and said third 
communication units of said system via said second communication units of said 
system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use in the operation of said 
protocol, 

wherein when an existing association of said first communication unit with a 
former second communication unit that was associated with a third communication unit 
of said first type is changed to an association of said first communication unit with a new 
second communication uni t that is associated with a third communication unit of said 
second tvpe . 
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said protocol entities of said first communication unit and protocol entities of said 
third communication unit of said second type exchange at least one negotiation 
message containing a value for said parameter, 

wherein said exchange of said at least one negotiation message is started by 
said first communication unit by transmitting, from a protocol entity of said first 
communication unit, a negotiation message containing a user-defined value for said 
parameter to a protocol entity of said third communication unit of said second type 

7 

wherein said transm i tting is on l y performed if 

a chocking performed by said first communicat i on un i t whothor said parameter i s 
requ i red for tho operat i on of sa i d protoco l b e tween said protoco l ontitios of said f i rst 
commun i cat i on un i t and said th i rd commun i cation unit of said second typ e and 
a check i ng p e rformed by said first communication unit whether said paramet e r n e eds to 
be n e gotiat e d or r e- n e gotiat e d both produc e d pos i tiv e results, and wh e r e in both 
checkings are performed after sa i d change of said assoc i at i on of sa i d f i rst 
communication un i t has occurred . 

30. (previously presented) A system comprising first communication units, second 
communication units and third communication units, wherein the system is for data 
transmission between said first communication units of said system and said third 
communication units of said system via said second communication units of said 
system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use in the operation of said 
protocol, 
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wherein in case that it is possible that an association of a first communication unit 
with a second communication unit that is associated with a third communication unit of 
said first type may be changed to an association of said first communication unit with a 
second communication unit that is associated with a third communication unit of said 
second type, 

said protocol entities of said first communication unit and protocol entities of said 
third communication unit of said first type exchange at least one negotiation message 
containing a value for said parameter prior to said change of associations. 

31. (currently amended) A first communication unit useable in a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use in the operation of said 
protocol, 

said first communication unit comprising: 

a transmitter configured to start, in case that an existing association of said first 
communication unit that was associated with a third communication unit of said first type 
is changed to an association of said first communication unit with a new second 
communication unit that is associated with a third communication unit of said second 
type, an initiative for an exchange of at least one negotiation message containing a 
value for said parameter between protocol entities of said first communication unit and 
protocol entities of a third communication unit of said second type by transmitting, from 
a protocol entity of said first communication unit, a negotiation message containing a 
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user-defined v alue for said parameter to a protocol entity of said third communication 
unit of said second type 

7 

wh e roin sa i d transmitt i ng is only performod i f 

a chock i ng porformod by sa i d f i rst commun i cat i on un i t wh o thor sa i d par a meter is 
requ i red for tlio operation of said protoco l b e tween said protocol e ntities of said f i rst 
communication unit and said third commun i cation un i t of said second typo and 
a ch o c l < i ng porform o d by said f i rst communication unit whothor sa i d parameter noods to 
bo negotiated or re - nogotiatod both produced posit i ve results, and wherein both 
check i ngs are porformod aftor said change of said association of said first 
communication has occurred , 

32. (currently amended) A third communication unit useable in a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use In the operation of said 
protocol, 

wherein said third communication unit is a third communication unit of said 
second type and comprises: 

a receiver configured to receive, in case an existing association of a first 
communication unit with a former second communication unit of said first type is 
changed to an association of said first communication unit with a new second 
communication unit that is associated with said third communication unit of said second 
type, at least one negotiation message containing a value for said parameter 
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exchanged between protocol entities of said first communication unit and protocol 
entities of said third communication unit of said second type, wherein said exchange of 
said at least one negotiation message is started by said first communication unit by 
transmitting, from a protocol entity of said first communication unit, a negotiation 
message containing a user-defined value for said parameter to a protocol entity of said 
third communication unit of said second type 

, wh e r ei n said transm i tting i s on l y p e rformed i f 

a check i ng p e rformed by said first communicat i on unit whothor sa i d param e t e r i s 
roquirod for the operation of said protoco l botwoon said protocol ontitioQ of sa i d first 
communication unit and said th i rd communication unit of sa i d second typo and 

a chocking performed by said f i rst commun i cation unit whothor sa i d paramotor 
noods to bo nogot i atod or ro n e gotiated both producod pos i t i ve resu l ts, and whoroin 
both ch e ck i ngs aro performed after said change of said association of said first 
commun i cat i on un i t has occurred . 

33. (currently amended) A system comprising first communication units and second 
communication units, wherein the system is for data transmission between said first 
communication units of said system and said third communication units of said system 
via said second communication units of said system, 

where a parameter of a protocol that controls said data transmission is re- 
neqotiable op e rated by protoco l e ntit ie s in said first and third communicat i on un i ts , 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist second communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 

wherein, when an existing association of said first communication unit with a 
former second communication unit of said first type is changed to an association of said 
first communication unit with a new second communication unit of said second type, 
said new second communication unit being associated with the same third 
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communication unit with which said former second communication unit was associated, 
a re-negotiation message containing a value for said parameter of said protocol is 
exchanged between a protocol entity of said third communication unit associated with 
said new second communication unit p e rforms th e step of transmitt i ng a negotiation 
mossago contain i ng a va l ue for said paramotor to and a protocol entity of said first 
communication unit^ 

wherein said protocol is operated by protocol entities in said first communication 
unit and said third communication unit before and after said change of said association . 

34. (currently amended) A first communication unit useable In a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a parameter of a protocol that controls said data transmission is re- 
negotiable op e rat e d by protoco l e nt i t ie s i n said f i rst and third communicat i on un i ts , 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist second communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 

said first communication unit comprising: 

a r e c e iv e r processor configured to feeeiveexchange, when an existing 
association of said first communication unit with a former second communication unit of 
said first type is changed to an association of said first communication unit with a new 
second communication unit of said second type, said new second communication unit 
being associated with the same third communication unit with which said former second 
communication unit was associated, a n e got i ation re-negotiation message containing a 
value for said parameter of said protocol between fr effh-a protocol entity of said third 
communication unit associated with said new second communication uni t and a protocol 
entity of said first communication unit. 
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wherein said protocol is operated by protocol entities in said first communication 
unit and said third communication unit before and after said change of said association . 

35. (currently amended) A third communication unit useable in a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a parameter of a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated 
by protoco l e ntit ie s in sa i d first and third commun i cat i on re-neqotiablew its. 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, 

where there exist second communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of said parameter, 
said third communication unit comprising: 

a transm i tter processor configured to transm i t exchanqe , when an existing 
association of a first communication unit with a former second communication unit of 
said first type that was associated with said third communication unit is changed to an 
association of said first communication unit with a new second communication unit of 
said second type that is also associated with said third communication unit, a re- 
negotiation negotiat i on message containing a value for said paramete r of said protocol 
te -between a protocol entity of said third communication unit associated with said new 
second communication unit and a protocol entity of said first communication unit^ 

wherein said protocol is operated by protocol entities in said first communication 
unit and said third communication unit before and after said change of said association , 

36. (previously presented) A first communication unit useable in a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 
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where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use in the operation of said 
protocol, 

said first communication unit comprising: 

a transmitter configured to transmit, in case that it is possible that an association 
of said first communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated 
with a third communication unit of said first type may be changed to an association of 
said first communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated with a 
third communication unit of said second type, at least one negotiation message, which 
contains a value for said parameter, from a protocol entity of said first communication 
unit to a protocol entity of said third communication unit prior to said change of 
associations. 

37. (previously presented) A third communication unit useable in a system for data 
transmission between first communication units of said system and third communication 
units of said system via second communication units of said system, 

where a protocol that controls said data transmission is operated by protocol 
entities in said first and third communication units, 

where a first communication unit is associated with at least one second 
communication unit, 

where a second communication unit is associated with at least one third 
communication unit, and 

where there exist third communication units of at least a first and second type 
that require different choices of at least one parameter for use in the operation of said 
protocol, 

wherein said third communication unit is a third communication unit of said first 
type and comprises: 
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a transmitter configured to transmit, in case that it is possible that an association 
of a first communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated with 
said third communication unit may be changed to an association of said first 
communication unit with a second communication unit that is associated with a third 
communication unit of said second type, at least one negotiation message, which 
contains a value for said parameter, from a protocol entity of said third communication 
unit to a protocol entity of said first communication unit prior to said change of 
associations. 

38. (previously presented) A computer readable memory in which a computer program 
is loaded, the computer program product comprising software code portions, said 
software code portions when run on a computer for performing the actions of claim 12. 

39. (previously presented) A computer readable memory in which a computer program 
is loaded, the computer program product comprising software code portions, said 
software code portions when run on a computer for performing the actions of claim 26. 

40. (new) The method according to claim 1, wherein said transmitting is only performed 
if a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter is 
required for the operation of said protocol between said protocol entities of said first 
communication unit and said third communication unit of said second type and a 
checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter needs to 
be negotiated or re-negotiated both produced positive results, wherein both checkings 
are performed after said change of said association of said first communication unit has 
occurred, and wherein said checking whether said parameter needs to be negotiated or 
re-negotiated comprises checking whether a value for said parameter was defined by a 
user of said first communication unit. 

41. (new) The system according to claim 29, wherein said transmitting is only performed 
if a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter is 
required for the operation of said protocol between said protocol entities of said first 
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communication unit and said third communication unit of said second type and a 
checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter needs to 
be negotiated or re-negotiated both produced positive results, wherein both checkings 
are performed after said change of said association of said first communication unit has 
occurred, and wherein said checking whether said parameter needs to be negotiated or 
re-negotiated comprises checking whether a value for said parameter was defined by a 
user of said first communication unit. 

42. (new) The first communication unit according to claim 31, wherein said transmitting 
is only performed if a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said 
parameter is required for the operation of said protocol between said protocol entities of 
said first communication unit and said third communication unit of said second type and 
a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter needs to 
be negotiated or re-negotiated both produced positive results, wherein both checkings 
are performed after said change of said association of said first communication has 
occurred, and wherein said checking whether said parameter needs to be negotiated or 
re-negotiated comprises checking whether a value for said parameter was defined by a 
user of said first communication unit. 

43. (new) The third communication unit according to claim 32, wherein said transmitting 
is only performed if a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said 
parameter is required for the operation of said protocol between said protocol entities of 
said first communication unit and said third communication unit of said second type and 
a checking performed by said first communication unit whether said parameter needs to 
be negotiated or re-negotiated both produced positive results, wherein both checkings 
are performed after said change of said association of said first communication unit has 
occurred, and wherein said checking whether said parameter needs to be negotiated or 
re-negotiated comprises checking whether a value for said parameter was defined by a 
user of said first communication unit. 
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44. (new) The third communication unit according to claim 16, wherein said mobile 
station, said base transceiver stations and said mobile-services switching centres are 
operated according to the same standard, which standard is one of the universal mobile 
telecommunications standard and the global system for mobile communications 
standard. 
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